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and by the end of the  century only  eastern Pomerania
remained under Polish suzerainty.
The eldest of Boleslav's sons, Vladyslav II, was the first The struggles
Grand Prince.   His attempt to reunite the country into a f^r^en
single kingdom resulted in a coalition of his brothers against prince*11
him, and after eight years he was dethroned in favour of the
second brother,  Boleslav IV.   Vladyslav sought the pro-
tection of Conrad III of Germany,  who invaded Poland
without success;   in fact, the intervention of the German
king resulted in increased support for Boleslav in Poland.
But in 1157 Frederick Barbarossa took up the cause of
Vladyslav, and invaded Poland at the head of a large force,
which included the Bohemian army with the duke at its
head.   The Emperor was successful in his campaign, and
Boleslav  was  forced  to  render  submission.   Against  the
restoration of Vladyslav he remained firm, but he assented
to all the other conditions—the rendering of homage to the
Emperor, the payment of tribute, the promise to send a
contingent to Frederick's Italian expedition—and on these
terms he received Frederick's recognition of his title.   Actu-
ally he failed to keep his promises, and Frederick had not the
leisure to raise another expedition to enforce his suzerainty.
Virtually it came to an end, and Boleslav IV was the last
Grand Prince of Poland who was forced to do homage to
the king of Germany.   There was, however, one result of
the imperial intervention in Polish affairs, for Vladyslav's
sons recovered his province of Silesia (which had received a
large colony of German settlers), and unlike the other Polish
princes their sentiments were pro-German.
On Boleslav IV's death in 1173, the third brother, Mesco,
succeeded him as Grand Prince. Though he did not make
the mistake of trying like Vladyslav to upset the partition,
he tried at any rate to centralise his power in his own
dominions and thereby roused the landed aristocracy against
him. In 1177 he was deposed in favour of his youngest
brother, Casimir II, who had earlier succeeded to the princi-
pality of his brother Henry and soon by the premature death
of Boleslav IV's son acquired a second principality, as well
as the special domain accruing to the Grand Prince. He
reigned for seventeen years, conciliating the magnates, lay
and ecclesiastical, by concessions, and refraining from any

